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DEHONIA (aka EROTIC NITES OF THE LIVING DEAD) (1979) 
DIRECTED BY JOE D'AMATO REVIEWED BY STEVE BOODANY 


This tape la in Frenchi with no aubtltlesi so I'a In a fog as to 
the plot* If there Is one. It stars Laura Geaser (Yest her again 
How aany obscure fllas has this woaan 
been In?) and It's a xoable flla. The 
storyi told In flashback. Involves soae 
voodoo rites, a voodoo chara, and an is" 
land where the living dead pop out of 
the ground at night. 

Since 1 can't give a synopsis, I'll list 
soae of the good parts. There are a 
couple of very graphic soabie attacks 
near the beginning of the file, with 
nice aaggot-infested corpses end close-* 
ups of blood gushing fatal wounds, which 
gave ae great hopes for the reaainder of 
the aovle. There's a sort of deaonic 
black cat that pops up out of nowhere 
and propels itself at soae poor buggers' 
neck, a guy and a girl are screwing in 
the surf at night, while a horde of 
soables gather silently on the beach, 
watching. When they notice the guy Is 
wearing the aforeaentloned chara, they 
slowly depart. There are a nuaber *of 
ataospheric shots of corpses rising froa 
the ground, all shrouded (saves on aake*- 
up), and then eating people(if the soa-' 
bias are lucky) or getting their heads 
hacked off (If they're not). There are 
soae slaulated sex scenes to help get 
through the slow segaents, but the thin 
sun-baked woaen weren't ay Idea of 
"erotic", as the title laplles. 



Now I said I had great hopes for this flla froa the beginning, 
and It sounds pretty decent so far, right? Unf ortuynately , 
nearly all the zoable scenes take place at night, and are so very 
dark that it's difficult to see what Is happening. It looks like 
the production crew forgot to bring lights with then. This 
drastically cuts down on the effectiveness of these segaents and 
even aakes ae wonder how the flla got released. 



DEHOKIA doe* have soae good graphic violence and soae nice 
ataosphere, but If you're thinking of obtaining this tapci be 
aware of the illuaination probieas. Sunning tiae is 79 alnutes. 


The Spaniards In Scream Cinema 

While people rave about the lilies of Dario Arjjento from Italyi Tobe 
Hooper from The United Stated, and David ^ronenburR from Canada, the 
laniards have long been cruative In the art of horror film as well, 
but for aoine reason, unjustly ij^nored. Enclosed in this article la a 
brief profile on some of the leading horror people in the land of 
bullfiKhte, flamenco, and stron^c wine, '’any are recognizable to Non- 
European fane by face, but not by name. In this article. Ion/' overdue 
recognition will be given to eoue of the leading stars of Spanish horror. 

Aniando De Ossorlo: 

Now in his early 70' s, the aging but active director announced plans to 
resuine to making horror films In 1989» first with a zombie picture, than 
the filming of Play Me The Song Of Death, Past credits includs the 
famous "Templar" series, about blind zombies haunting Portugal. In 
no less than k films, these uncanny creatures haunted the screen, 
climaxing in The Night Of The Seagulls. Another upcoming project by 
De Oesorio is the novelizatlon of these films, into book form. Other 
past horror credits by De Ossorlo Include Night Of The Sorcerers, The 
T.orelei'a Grasp, and Dracula'e Nelce. He has made many other films outside 
the horror realm as veil. He presently lives In Madrid* 

Jaqulnto Molina: 

This man also starred in most of his films, under the alias of Paul 
Nashy* Mainly known for low budget gore, hie past projects include 
T^atlfior De Panico, La Bestia Y La Espada ‘''agica, Carnival De Las Bestlas, 
and others, all translated into English and released under a multitude 
of titles. Molina likewise starred in, but did not direct the ?uan 
Bosch project, Exorcieino. Some of Molina's projects have been good, 
others awful, but few directors so typify the Spanish horror cinema as 
much as him* He still still alive, well, and living In Madrid* 

•'arl Paz Pondelt 

The star of El Eytrano Amor De Los Vaiaplros, Marl Paz Pondal was used 
in various female vampire rolrs in answer to the Hammer films being 
turned out in England at the same time, which cpptivated the image of 
sensual, beautiful female veuaplros, rather than the hidiously ugly 
Nosferatu types of decades paeced* In the past few years she has 
tapered off considerably and is evidently trying to steer clear of 
the horror roles which won her fame. She lives in Boadilla Dal Monte, a 
small town outside Madrid, In relative seclusion* 

Silvia Tortosa: 

Introduced to the English speaking world in the company of Poter Cushing, 
Telly Savalas, and Christopher Lee, In 'f'he I'orror Express, Tortosa 
remalna one of the most popular actresses in Spanish cinema today, in 
not only horror, but a number of other genre pictures as well. In her 
earlier days, she was used by Auiando De Ossorlo In some of his horror 
films, and remains quite active. Age has not mellowed or ruined her 
looks either. She Is married end lives in ‘^ad^id, where she is represented 
by the powerful Maria Joee Poblador agency. 

Fernando Hey: 

Introduced to English speaking fans as t)ie international drug dealer in 
The French Connection TRTI, Fernando Hoy has long been casted as a 
n.urderoufi villain, bandit, or pRychopotJi. Ho has played in virtually 
"VI r'y iyiH.i iif film known, fro-n liorr'ir tn vjnritu rnn , tf) ilr.-'r,n, 'flij c: 


blit aadly, ho few pHonls sfcm to know hi g nait.e, A fow years back, ho 
did n complete turnabout, satlrlzint; hie typical villain role in the 
comedy, Rustlers Rhapsody. 

Barbera Rey: 

A lonKStandinp favorite of Ainando De f>BBorio, she had at least soma 
part in most of his pictures. Sho starred in the Templar series 
aforementioned and in Night Of T^e Sorcerore, plus turned out a 
variety of credits for other directors. Not much was heard of her, 
filinwise, In recent years, although In 1967 she made the headlines 
in some of the Spanish magaz.ines, but not for acting. Evidently she 
held off and chased away a burglar who was attacking her husband, 
waving a pistol in the Intruder's face like a modern day Annie Oakley. 

Simon Andreu: 

Another actor with a familiar, sinister face, Andreu was the male lead 
in Night Of The Sorcerers, and has played In other films as well, 
dealing with ghosts, witches, and murderers, a long shot from his 
earlier roles as a romantic lead In romances, including a dreadful 
role if I reioembar correctly abotit a love affair and unexpected 
pregnancy. Me le better suited for horror and proved It firsthand. 
Should be given more roles as a villain, as this is what he Is batter 
eulfted for. Presently makes hie home in ‘Madrid and is very active. 

Jorge Grau: 

Another director living In Madrid, Grau Is famous for one standput, 
bloodeplattered horror movie above all others. No Profannn 
K1 Sueno De Los Muertos, or In IDngllsh, Don't Disturb The Sleep Of 
The Dead, a film that featured bloodaplattered killings, grotesque 
murders, psychotic rampage, and In all, served as a forerunner to 
gore^mongers who copied his style In films such as Pieces, Vengenza 
Do La Mbttila, and Inquisition. Grau, better known as a director of 
more serious themes, proved himself capable of creating flrat class 
horror here. 

Pilar Ordonezs 

A newer face on the Spanish scene, this Madrid resident has proven 
herself in video, dance, music, stage, and cinema and according to 
most accounts, may become the new cinema queen of Spain In the near 
future, replacing thellkes of PeP^^^uza Roy, Silvia Tortosa, and 
''arl Paz Pondal. She has signed for a number of new projects in 1969 
and to evaluate her further, we will have to wait Uiitll they transpire. 
She is, however, a name and face to be on the lookout for# 

Kugenio Martins 

Formerly a director of genre westerns, Martin switched to horror when 
the scare trend was in. Classic projects Include A Candle For The 
Devil, with Esperanza Roy, Victor Alcazar, and Aurora Bautista In lead 
roles, and Aguella Casa En Las Afueras, a witchcraft picture starring 
Silvia Aguilar, Alida Villi, and Carmen Maura. Lika Argento in Italy, 
Women do not get treated well in the films he turns out and usually end 
up bloodsplattered victims fur some psycho or monster. Martin la still 
alive and living in Spain. He remains active as a director. 

Carmen Sevlllas 

A lesser known actress who stood out in La Cruz Del Diablo (The Cross 
nf The Devil), a Batanlsin flick of worth. Nothing has bean heard of 
this actress In quite a while. Who knows what has happened. The devil 
got her, perhaps? 
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Jesue Franco: 

Another director of horror, Includin^^ La Tumba De Los Muortos 
Vivlendo (Tho Tombs Of The Living Dood), a zombie flick starring 
Fduardo Fajardo (better known for his role as the sadistic Oaptain 
Jackson, Franco Nero's nemesis in Django), which was one of his 
gorier films. While special effects tended to leave a iot to be 
desired at times, his concepts and style proved interesting. 

Franco followed this up with some other good films and went on to 
become well known in Rurope for his contributions to horror. He 
also directed El Siniestro Dr. Orloff (The Sinister Dr. Orloff) 
which was not really up to par. 

Juan Bunuel: 

The Spanish director now reportedly lives in the United States, I have 
heard, while others have said he is dead. Any readers know? In any 
case, among his many films includes the female vampire flick 
Leonor-Lady Vampire, which was known more for the powerful soundtrack 
by Knnio Morricone, than for acting and plot. For a long time, he 
was one of the most highly regarded of Spanish filmmakers and had 
put together a massive fan following for himself, almost as large and 
feverish as those who follow Argento, Hooper, Carpenter, and so on. 
Sometimes confused with Juan Bosch, another director and different 
person enttrsly, who also made horror films, Including Exorcismo. 

Helga Line: 

Another aging but still active horror star who played in a multitude of 
Spanish horror and became a counterpart to such familiar scream queens 
as Barbara Steele and Veronica Carlson in England. She, like Harl Pnz 
Pondal, waa a Spanish answer to British horror. Among her most 
interesting credits would be The Soxual Hites Of Satan, which was 
directed by Jose Hamon Larraz and featured Line in tho main role, 
alongside wauro Rivera and Vanesa Hidalgo, Though considered sinister 
and kinky at the time, the film would be considered tame by modern 
standards. She lives in Spain and is still active in film. 

Other people not mentioned here but worth keeping an eye on for future 
projects or worth kepplng an eye out for concerning past projects 
Include Marcia Sheriff, Klara Radiola, Tito Oarcla, Roaa Havln, 

Nuria Gallardo, Chria Huerta, Helena Fernan Gomez, Gabriel Purlza, 
Lorena Tovar, Montse Bayo, Susana Sentis, Silvia Aguilar, Alejandro 
Bastedo, and Jose Vivo, capable actors and actrensee all. who have 
not received their Juet duos as far as recognition la concerned. 

Otlier fine directors Include Carmen Lujan, Silvio Balbuena, Juan 
Plquer Simon, Sebastian Arbo, Joseflna Molina Rolg, and Carlos 
Bonito Parra. , 


Dale Pierce 


Courtesy of Richard Green and Dennis Capicik. here are soae 
answers to last Issue’s questions on which video labels certain 
filws in MV videoRraphv appeared. PUMA HAN-Parade Videoj NR. 
SUPER INVISIBIE-Siaitar, and HOUSE OF EXORCISH-Gorgon Video. 
Thanks guys . 

NAKEDISCREAHINGITERRORI #1 -The latest publication froa the Tla 
Paxton negalithic publishing eapire, the first issue contains a 
long Interview with Frank Henenlotter. along with a ton of 
reviews. $2.00 for 2A pages froa NPO 67, OBERLIN, OH AA07A-0067. 

CINE ZINE ZONE ff36- Here's a sine totally In french and yet I 
highly recoaaend it to fans of Euro~slease. This issue runs 72 
pages and feature an interview with Paolo Bianchl. a filaography 
on Bianchi and also one on Lang Jeffries. THe ad aats alone are 
worth the price. Send 33 French Francs to Pierre Charles, 16, 
Avenue Eaile Zola, 9A 100 SAINT NAUR FRANCE. 

ROSSO-THE WORLD OF ITALIAN HORROR ff2 -Wlth a title like that you 
know I had to like it. It's a bit rough on the layout side (Then 
I should talk!), but editor Derek Brodie fills out the 18 pages 
with interesting articles and reviews. INFERNO, GRAVE YARD 
DISTURBANCE, STAGEFRIGHT, 4 FLIES ON GREY VELVET, OPERA, ZONBIE 
and a letters page rounds out the issue. 30 WELLBANK, LOVTHER 
ROAD, PRESTNICH, MANCHESTER N23 8PX , ENGLAND. 

SAMHAIN »n- Beginning its 3rd year, SAMHAIK continues to crank 
out bi-aonthly geas like this one. Wonderful color covers and a 
recent upgrade on the interior layouts, aake for a professional 
package in every regard. Coverage Includes THE ABYSS, HALLOWEEN 
4, Interviews with WINGS HAUSER, RAY HARRYHAUSEN and MARTIN 
DONOVAN, and reviews of PET SEMETARY, NY RIPPER, THE CHAIR and 
APT ZERO plus lots aore. 3 Issues for $20 froa John Gullidge, 19 
ELM GROVE ROAD, TOPSHAN, EXETER. DEVON, EX3 OEQ, ENGLAND 

ABSURD g9* Ian has had health probleas but the long awaited 9th 
Issue is now out and as all previous issues, it's HIGHLY 
recoaaendedl Current issue includes a long arti c le/f i laogrephy 
on LOn Chaney JR., Part one of Ian's epic article on Italian 
Muscleaan filas (this one's on URSIJS), MUSEO DEL HORROR, a Santo 
filaography, an update on Jesus Franco which he covered in depth 
last issue, plus wore in this 40 page ballbuster. As usual, this 
Issue is craaaed with rare ad aats froa all over. $4.00 froa Ian 
Caunce, 12 UNION ROAD, HURSTEAD, ROCHDALE. LANCS, 0L12 9QA. 

INAGINATOR ff3 -JuBt in and with this issue, Ken upgrades to slick 
paper. However the wrting Is what aakes this 36 page zlne a ioy 
to receive. Over 40 filas are reviewed in their aaaaoth 
Radioactive Reviews section. Also part 3 of Ken’s CASTRATION IN 
THE MOVIES article, plus interviews with Sybil Danning and 
oriental action star Joyce Godenzi and aore. $4.00 FROM KEN 
MILLER. UNIT 1, HAWK HOUSE, PEREGRINE PARK. GOMH ROAD, HIGH 
WYCOMBE, BUCKINHAM8H1RE, U.K. 
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KYEbALL tfl-This is a drea» co«e true for «e Euro-Horror lovers! 
Right off it gets <1 Stars, no questions asked. Editor Stephen 
Tiirower (and cunlributor Nark Ashvurth) should be shovered with 
■oney for their efforts. A color cover, slick paper and goodies 
such as an interview with Michele Soavi, LA NOTTE BAVA bv Raasey 
Caabell. ThfO FILMS BY PUFI AVATl (ZEUER 4 LA CASA DALLA FINIESTSE 
CHE RlDONO-the latter being one of the scariest horror tilas 1 
have ever saenl 1 ) .reviews of SS HELLCAHP. CHAOS PERVER5 (by 
Stefan SHOCK X-PRESS Jaworzyn), THE BELL OF HELL, THE EROTIC 
RITES OF FRANKENSTEIN, THE CRIMES OP THE BLACK CAT. THE GESTAPO'S 
lAST ORGY, 5 OOLLS FOR AN AUGUST NOON, LUCKEH, A LIZARD IN A 
NOMAN'S SKIN, MACABRE. THE NIGHT EVELYN CAME OUT OF THE GRAVE and 
a coaparison of LAST HOUSE ON THE LEFT vs NIGHT TRAIN MURDERS. 
Nhew. If you have ever ordered soaethlog I’ve recoaaeoded before 
(and even it you haven't), now is the tlae to act. The 
first issue aay be sold out so get in on the second issue while 
you can. Write to STEPHEN THKONER, lA, KINTYBE COURT, NEM PARK 
ROAD, BRIXTON HILL, LONDON SN2 AOY, ENGLAND. Get off your deed 
ass now and contact Stephen. This is what we need wore of. 


TERROR CREATURES FROM THE GRAVE (1966) SINISTER CINEMA 
DIRECTED BY RALPH ZUCKER (MASSIKO PUPILLO) 

REVIEWED BY CONRAD HIDENEK 

Long before Lucio Fulcl end coapany were turning out living dead 
gut aunchers, the director of the laughably sick BLOODY PIT OF 
HORROR Bade this subdued zoable epic. Lawyer Alfred Kovacs 
(Walter Brandi) arrives in a saall European village after being 
suaaoned by one Dr. Jeroniaus Hauff. Met by Dr. Hauff's wife 
CUo(ravishiiig Barbara Steele) end daughter Corinne (Marilyn 
Mitchell) the lawyer discovers that the doctor has been dead for 
a year. Turns out the doctor was a bucket of scua who dabbled in 
the occult. Alfred's boss (and Cleo's lover) aurdered Hauff when 
iie refused to leave the village. Cleo and several other people 
saw the killing. HAuff returns froa the dead, and with the help 
of aedieval plague victias, carries out a gruesoae revenge on 
those responsible for his death. 

I’a afraid gore fans eight find this file rough going for there 
is very little blood here. But if you can ignore the rather 
bland script, then TERROR CREATURES., has aaveral striking scenes 
and one or two effective bits of grue to offer. One standout 
scenes has the toabs of the plague victias slowly opening. 
Another has a case of auBaified hands aoving about. I watched 
this fila at night during a windy rainstora and those scenes had 
ae checking out the cellar. Walter Brandi (spelled Brandt in the 
credits) Bust have been a popular horror star In Italy during the 
sixties, as he appeared in quite a few filas (PLAYGIRLS AND THE 
VAMPIRE, VAMPIRE AND THE BALLERINA. SLAUGHTER OF THE VAMPIRES, 
and BLOODY PIT OF HORROR). Coapared to other flias she has 
appeared in, Barabara Steele doesn't have a lot of scenes, but 
she Bakes good use of her Halted screen tiae here. By no aeans 
a flawless fUa, TERROR CREATURES FROM THE GRAVE is still worth a 
look. 


THE DEVIL’S CONHANDHENT (aka I VAMPIRI) (1956) 

SINISTER CINGHA REVIEWED Bt DENNIS LOCANTORE 

Altar Btny yaara of raading about Rlcoarda Frada'a tlrat horror Ilia, 

"I Vaapirl” (A.K.A. "Tba Devll'a Coaaaniteont’') wa atlll hava to catch up 
with an uncut print. What wa hava baan abla to aea la the Aaarloan ra-’ 
leaaa veralon which la conaldarabla abortar (72 alnutaa aa oppoaad to tO 
■Inutaa) that the original length. Fro* thla print It la lapoaalbla to 
dlacarn not ao such why tha Ilia haa tha aaalnal reputation It aalntalna 
aaong crltloa of horror fllaa, but why anyone would think tha Ilia la any* 
thing but a pretty bad horror flick; 

Sloppy editing, dubbing, a Monograa Plcturea atyla aualo-acora/ that 
daatroya tba bleak roaantlolaa achieved via Frada'a ornate vlaual Intan- 
alty In aoaa of tba ahota, really poor acting, tourlat boarda atyla ahota, 
and a perfunctory aorlpt aaaa to aahotaga what little good there la In 
thla tlla. 

The plot la aaaentlally an updating of tha Ellaabath Bathory le- 
gend to Include a aad aclentlat/doctor who doaa the exaangulnatlng tor hla 
beloved Ducheaa (Glanna Marla Canale) The only aeealng Interaat due to 
aoae atrlklng B&M clneaatography by Mario Bava (which la alao axtreaaly 
uneven) and aoae rather daring (for the tlae) aeal-nudlty In a couple of 
acanea. Ao la fairly typical of thla pracuraor of tha "glallo" fllaa the 
poaalble ayatary angle (which la not kept auch of a ayatery) In the police 
Invaatlgatlon acanea la handled In auch a allpabod, perfunctory annnar that 
one'a Intaraat la defeated between aoenea Involving tba Ducheaa, tha aad 
doctor and any of tha aurdera. Even though the flla la out, there la (believe 
It or not) too auch filler aaterial during which you'll have an extreaely 
difficult tlae Juatlfylng your viewing. 

I wanted very auch to concur with tha aateaa heaped upon thla aovle In 
Phil Hardy'a aealnal "Encyclopedia of Horror Fllaa", but alaa unlaaa tha 
alaalng IS alnutea la truly aatoundlng, 1 cannot recoaaand, even alldly thla 
flla. If you Bust aae a good Freda flla, then aae hla batter known (and bat- 
ter) "The Horrible Or. HIcbcock*. If you want to aae a near-aaatarplece froa 
Freda than I wholeheartedly recoaaend that you catch "The Ghoat” (AKA "Lo 
Spettro"). Though 1 aay bo In the alnorlty, 1 find tha latter flla auch aora 
lapraaalva than It'a better known and aataaaad prodooaaaor. 


